Center for
Mind, Brain
and Culture

MBC 501: Multidisciplinary Approaches to Mind,
Brain, and Culture

Table of Contents Course Description
Description............cccveeene. 1 This course is designed to:
Philosophy...........ccueene.e. 2 1. introduce the history and philosophy

. of science as it applies to the social,
Organization..................... 2 . .
psychological, and brain sciences,
Instructor contact............ . 2. review different types of disciplinary
Work & Grading............... 3-6 and methodological approaches to the
Values & Expectations......6-7 study of mind, brain, and culture
Schedule...........cccoveenennne. 8-9 3. .hlgh“ght how exemplgry research
using approaches from different levels
Readings........ccccceeeuvveennn 10-12 of analysis converge to provide
synthesis and insights not readily
gleaned from a single disciplinary

perspective.

1|Page



Course Organization

Philosophy

“Mind, brain, and culture” is a vast topic
interesting spanning disciplines from
philosophy and computer science to
archaeology and biology. This presents
exiting opportunities for interdisciplinary
consilience but also numerous pitfalls
arising from disparate usage of similar
terminology, fundamental differences in
methodology and standards of evidence,
and underlying assumptions that are
often left implicit.

Whether you are a neuroscientist, a
social scientist, or a philosopher, there is
thus much to be gained from careful
(re)examination of core concepts.
Rather than providing a basic primer in,
e.g., functional neuroanatomy or
experimental psychology, this course
will thus focus on conceptual
foundations, confusions, and
controversies, including their broader
social context. A unifying thread is
provided by the adoption of a multi-level
evolutionary perspective.

Course Summary

> We meet twice a week (MW 2:30-
3:45) for discussion. Do the readings
and review media before class so
you can contribute!

» Readings will be posted on Canvas.

> You will write a research paper on a
topic of your choice (developed in
consultation with me) and present
your work to the class

> You will also give formative feedback
on drafts of your classmate’s work
(and receive it).

Our Learning Community

Interdisciplinary knowledge production
is a team effort. Experts with different
backgrounds and perspectives must
work together to get the job done. The
same is true when it comes to learning.
I certainly learn something every time I
teach, and I hope you actively
participate as well so we can all benefit.
I have found the quality of this class
depends as much or more on the
students as on me!

2|Page




Your Professor

Talk to me!

The best way to contact me is by email
at dwstout@emory.edu. If that’s not
working, my phone is 404-712-1828.

Office Hours are by appointment in
ANTH 214 or on_Zoom:
(emory.zoom.us/my/dwstout)

Hi! My name is Dietrich Stout

and I'm a Paleolithic Archaeologist.

Coursework & Grading

Course activities are designed to help you achieve our learning goals.

Staying engaged is the best way to learn. We will be doing a lot of discussion in
class so if something is unclear, ask! You won't be the only one wondering.

Coursework provides low-stakes activities throughout the semester to help you stay
engaged and on top of things.

Most grades in the class are Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory and usually completion will
earn full credit. If you do submit work that does not clearly satisfy requirements, I
will let you know, and we can discuss revision/make-up options. A = 100-93, A- =
92-90, B = 89-80, C = 79-70, D = 69-60

Work should be completed on time - get in touch right away if you anticipate
problems participating and/or making deadlines!
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Coursework Overview

When
Complete assigned Before
readings Class
Submit discussion Before
question 11:59pm
Su/Tu
In class participation M/W
2:30-3:45
Research Topic Proposal = March 6
Class Topic Proposal March 27
Research Presentation April 13/15
Feedback on Research April 17
Presentation
Research Paper April 19
Submission
Peer Feedback on April 24

Research Paper
Research Paper Revision = May 3
with Cover Letter

Class Activities

Discussion Question: Please submit a
discussion question/comment the
evening before each of our class
meetings. These should relate directly to
the readings/topic of the day, but I
encourage you to bring in any additional
material, perspectives, or experiences
that seem relevant. I will bring these
questions to class and use them to
structure our discussions, so choose
something you would actually like to talk
about and be ready to elaborate. The
key here is quality not quantity: 50-150
words should usually be plenty.

Grading
N/A
S/U
(0/1 points per class) 5%
S/N/U o
(0/0.5/1 points per class) o
S/U o
(0/1 points) 10%
S/U o
(0/1 points) e
Graded o
(0-100 points) 10%
S/U o
(0/1 points) 9
S/U o
(0/1 points) 10%
S/U o
(0/1 points) e
Graded 30%

(0-100 points)

Class Participation: This is the
lifeblood of our class, so please come
ready to engage! Participation means
fully engaging in our class discussions in
a relevant, constructive, open, and
respectful way. You get up to one point
each day for satisfactory participation
and that average (e.g., 25/28 = 89%)
counts for 10% of your final grade.
Unexcused absences will hurt your
participation grade so please talk to me
if you need to miss class!
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Research Topic Proposal: The
cornerstone of your coursework will be
writing an original research paper on a
topic of your choice that is related to the
broader themes of the course. For most
students, this will be a literature-based
review, but empirical papers are
welcome and encouraged where
possible. The first step is to develop a
topic proposal in the form of a short
(~500 word) thesis statement/abstract
along with a list of 5-10 key references.
I encourage you to consult with me
early in this process.

|

Research Paper: The next step will be
to produce the actual paper. This should
be a substantial, original contribution.
Appropriate length will vary depending
on content, but a typical literature
review might be on the order of 5,000-
10,000 words of body text and >20
references. Submission will be modeled
after the process of submitting to a
peer-reviewed journal. You will submit a

P o

complete, polished version and then
receive feedback (“reviews”) from me
and two of your classmates. You will
then have the opportunity to revise
before submitting the final version for a
grade. The final submission should
include a detailed cover letter describing
your response to reviewer comments
and itemizing any major changes.

Research Presentation: The more
practice you get giving professional
presentations, the better. This will be a
15-minute presentation of your research
topic. You will get written feedback from
me and two of your classmates.

Peer Feedback: Providing peer review
and feedback on student papers are key
professional skills best developed
through practice. In this class you will
provide feedback on your classmates’
essays and presentations. The focus
here is to provide focused, constructive,
and affirming comments related to
essay clarity, content, composition, and
organization. There is a handout with
additional guidance, and we will discuss
further in class. For each assignment,
you will provide feedback for two
randomly assigned classmates.

Class Topic Proposal: This class is a
learning community, and your input is
critical. I have set aside the last two
weeks of the semester to cover student-
selected topics. To make this possible,
I'll ask each of you to submit a short
(~500 word) topic proposal. This could
be an extension of something we are
already covering in the class or an
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entirely new topic. Your proposal should
clearly delineate the topic, select
relevant readings (usually 4-6 per week,

Values and Expectations

Devices

Class is our time to be together and fully
engage. There is a large and ever-
growing body of evidence showing that
digital devices distract and detract from
learning (among other things) whether
they are actively used or merely
present. Please put all your devices
away during class. If you need an
exception, please talk to me.

Al

We are all in the process of figuring out
how to best incorporate the substantial
benefits of Al into our lives and work
while minimizing the substantial costs
and dangers. This class will be an
opportunity to share and discuss
strategies. The only hard and fast rule
at the outset is that we all agree to be

depending on length), and explain why
the topic is interesting and important for
the class to cover.

open and forthright about how we are
using Al so that we can learn from each
other and establish appropriate norms
and expectations. Undisclosed use of Al
to generate/modify text constitutes
plagiarism and is a violation of the
Honor Code. I reserve the right to
institute more specific guidelines during
the semester.

Inclusive Learning

Your success in this class is important to
me. If there are aspects of this course
that prevent you from learning or
exclude you, please let me know as
soon as possible. Together we'll develop
strategies to meet both your needs and
the requirements of the course. I
encourage you to visit the Office of
Disability Services to determine how you
could improve your learning as well. If
you need official accommodations, you
have a right to have these met. If you
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determine that disability related
accommodations are necessary, you
may register with Accessibility Services
at (404)727-9877 or via e-mail at
accessibility@emory.edu. To register
with OAS, students must self-identify
and initiate contact with the OAS office

Honor Code

The Honor Code applies to all work
submitted for courses in Emory College.
Students who violate the Honor Code
may be subject to probation, failure of
the course, suspension, permanent
exclusion, or a combination of these and

other sanctions, which may be part of
their reportable record. The Honor Code
may be reviewed online here.

Schedule (Subject to Change)

Details of weekly readings and activities are subject to change and improvement.

Week Topic Lesson Plan

Week e Kitayama 2021

1 Introduction W (https://www.psychologicalscience.org/obser
1/14 ver/kitayama-inclusive-perspectives)

Week Coanitive e Crowther-Heyck (1999)

2 Sci?ance W e Barsalou (2008)

1/21 e Cole (1996) chapter 5

Week e Badre and Nee (2018)

3 Brains M e Thiebaut de Schotten and Forkel (2022)

e Byrge et al. (2014)
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1/26 &

Deacon (1997) chapter 7

1/28 W e Buckner and Krienen (2013)

¢ Cisek and Hayden (2022)

e Read “About the EES”
https://extendedevolutionarysynthesis.com/a
bout-the-ees/

Zveek . « Pigliucci (2009)
2/2 & Evolution e Axelrod et al. (2023)
2/4 ¢ Singh (2022)

e Wilson et al. (2023)

W e Boydetal. (2011)

e Heyes (2019)

e Dehaene et al. (2022)
Week M e McClelland et al. (2010)
5 Cognition e Allen and Friston (2016)
2/9 & SHAUN GALLAGHER VISIT
2/11 W e Gallagher (2025)

e Gallagher (2024)

e Wolpert et al. (2003)
Week M e Chiel and Beer (1997)
6 Action e Ingold (2001)
2/16 & e Suddendorf et al. (2016)
2/18 W e Gowlland (2019)

e Downey (2024)
Week e Sebanz et al. (2006)
7 M e Shamay-Tsoory et al. (2019)
2/23 & Communication e Hoetal (2022)
2/25 W VEGA QUARTET VISIT

e Savage et al. (2021)

e Christiansen and Chater (2017)

e Berwick et al. (2013)

\éVeek i e Chater and Christiansen (2018)
32 & Language 1 e Deacon (1997) Chapter 3
3/4 e Fedorenko et al. (2024)
W e Dove (2023)
e Lupyan et al. (2025)
March 6: Research Topic Proposal Due
e Levinson and Holler (2014)
‘éveek M « Fitch (2011)
3/16 & Language 2 e Arnon et al. (2025)
3/18 W e Fernyhough and Borghi (2023)
e Lindquist et al. (2022)
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Majid (2021)

KEN PALLER LECTURE
Seth and Bayne (2022)

\1/\8eek M e Sytsma and Machery (2010)
3/23 & Consciousness e Mallett et al. (2024)
3/25 e Nagel (1974)
W e Andrews et al. (2025)
e Bengio and Elmoznino (2025)
March 27: Class Topic Proposal Due

e Mesoudi (2020)
Week M e Ingold (2022)
11 Culture & e Kitayama and Salvador (2024)
3/30 & Technology e Marx (2010)
4/1 W e Centola (2022)

e Stout and Hecht (2025)

e Mesoudi and Thornton (2018)
Week i e Harvey (2012) Chapter 7
12 Cultural
4/6 &  Evolution e Schulz et al. (2019)
4/8 W e Atkinson and Matthews (2023)

e Inikori (2020)
Week
13 p _ M Paper drafts
4/13 & resentations
4/15 W Paper drafts

April 19: Research Paper Due

Week M TBD
14 Open Topic
4/20 &
4/22 W TBD
Week M TBD
15 Open Topic
427 w TBD

May 3: Research Paper Revision Due
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